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Marcus Mariota sacked 8 times; Titans no match for Patriots. 


SUNDAY 1/14/18 


>> $2.25 Oahu, $3.25 neighbor islands >> Mostly sunny and pleasant. High 83, low 69 >> B4 3 


The Pulse of Paradise 
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panic; officials worried 
tourism could take a hit 


Officials vow changes after 
an alert system test goes awry, 
causing 38 minutes of terror 


By Rob Shikina 


rshikina@staradvertiser.com 


fter people across the state were 
told for months to prepare for a 
possible nuclear attack from North 
Korea, for 38 terrifying minutes on 
Saturday morning the deadly mo- 
ment seemed to have arrived. 

A state employee in a Diamond Head 
bunker clicked his mouse twice and in- 
formed a million and a half residents and 
tourists that the missile was on its way. 

“THIS IS NOT A DRILL,” the warning 
stated. 

No, it wasn’t a drill. It was a mistake. 
“Human error,” said Gov. David Ige. 

A mistake that left many shaken, angry 
and questioning the credibility of their 
government. 

Tourists in Waikiki were asked to go into 
the basement of their hotels, passengers at 
Daniel K. Inouye International Airport were 
not allowed to check in and were sent 
down to the baggage claim area, and fami- 
lies at parks ran to their cars for shelter. 

Cellphones were jammed with people 
calling family and friends to find out what 
was going on or simply say a final goodbye. 

“Today is a day most of us will never for- 
get,” Ige said at a news conference in the 
same Diamond Head bunker from which 
the fake warning was sent. “A day when 
many in our community thought that our 


Please see FALSE ALARM, A16 
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Dutton’ sends out false missile alert 
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take it out on Gov. Ige 
in the upcoming election 
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A EMERGENCY ALERTS 


Emergency Alert 

BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT 
INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK 
IMMEDIATE SHELTER. THIS 
IS NOT A DRILL. 


@ From panic to anger to relief, 
tweets and Facebook posts 
are emotionally charged 


8:07 am. 
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Emergency Alert 
There is no missile threat or 
danger to the State of Hawaii. 
Repeat. False Alarm. 
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@ We all make mistakes. 
But somebody needs to 
get fired for this one! 


Misfired alarm raises questions 
on the effectiveness of planning 
for an extremely unlikely event 


By William Cole 


wcole@staradvertiser.com 


s the state’s nuclear preparedness 
campaign worth the fear relative to the 
chances of attack? 

Hawaii is way out front nationally on 
preparation for what it calls an “ex- 
tremely unlikely” event, but Saturday’s 

ballistic missile attack false alarm showed 
the dangerous flip side to what is sup- 
posed to be prudent planning. 

Motorists were on the verge of running 
red lights in their haste to get home or to 
safety. People across Oahu desperately 
sought shelter. The real thing would pro- 
vide just 12 to 13 minutes to do some- 
thing. 

North Korea is making strides, but its 
nuclear missile program is far from 
proven, and many experts say Kim Jong 
Un is not crazy. 

Ralph Cossa, president of the Pacific Fo- 
rum in Honolulu, a subsidiary of the Cen- 
ter for Strategic and International Studies, 
said he continues to strongly believe the 
chance of a North Korean missile attack 
on Hawaii is less than 1 percent. 

“Kim Jong Un is not suicidal and such 
an event would result in North Korea’s to- 
tal destruction,” Cossa said in an email. 
“Obviously false alarms are troublesome 
and a better fail-safe system needs to be in 
place. Preparing for the worst case is what 


Please see UNLIKELY EVENT, A17 
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